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----------------------------------------------

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

COUNTY OF CATTARAUGUS

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

ALLE-CAT WIND ENERGY LLC PROJECT

----------------------------------------------  

Proceedings held at the Town of Farmersville, Town 

Hall, 8963 Lake Avenue, Franklinville, New York 

14737, on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, at 

10:07 a.m., concluding at 10:30 a.m., pursuant to 

Article 18-A of NYS General Municipal Law.

A P P E A R A N C E S:

COREY R. WIKTOR, Hearing Officer 
Executive Director, County of Cattaraugus IDA 

ROBERT G. MURRAY, ESQ., Agency Counsel

HEARING REPORTER: CARRIE A. FISHER 
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HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Good morning.  

Welcome everyone to the Town of Farmersville 

here at the Town Hall, December 3rd, 2025.  

The hearing will start now at 10:07 AM.  We 

are here at 8963 Lake Avenue, Farmersville, 

New York 14737.  

My name is Corey Wiktor, the director of 

the County of Cattaraugus IDA, the Industrial 

Development Agency.  I am joined today by 

agency counsel Bob Murray from Harris Beach.  

Let's see, I am just going to sort of 

paraphrase here.  

I have been designated by the Agency as 

the hearing officer to conduct today's public 

hearing.  This public hearing is being 

transcribed and minutes of the meeting will be 

made available to the Board of Directors as 

well as posted to the IDA's website once they 

are published by the stenographer and our 

staff.  Those interested in making a comment 

can register by completing the Public Hearing 

Speaking Registration and Acknowledgment of 

Rules for Speaking under Privilege of the 
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Floor provided to me.  

I am going to turn the hearing over to 

Bob Murray with respect to part 2 of the 

purpose and the discussion of such.  

MR. MURRAY:  Thank you, Corey.  

So as Corey mentioned, this is a 

statutorily required public hearing to discuss 

a proposed project consisting of the 

acquisition by the Cattaraugus County 

Industrial Development Agency of a leasehold, 

easement, or other interest in approximately 

10,607 acres of land in the towns of Freedom, 

Farmersville and Yorkshire, Cattaraugus 

County, New York; the construction, 

installation and operation on the land of up 

to 38 wind turbines with an aggregate 

generating capacity of approximately 171 

megawatts together with an operation and 

maintenance building and associated electrical 

interconnected infrastructure (hereinafter 

collectively referred to as the 

"Improvements"); and, three, the acquisition 

in and around the improvements of certain 
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items of equipment and other tangible personal 

property and that's called the "Equipment".  

And collectively with the Land and the 

Improvements, we're calling all of that the 

"Facility".  

The Agency will acquire a leasehold 

interest in the Facility and lease the 

Facility back to the Company.  The Company 

will operate the facility during the term of 

the lease.  At the end of the lease term, the 

leasehold interest will be terminated.  The 

Agency contemplates that it will provide 

financial assistance to the Company for 

qualifying portions of the project in the form 

of a sales and use tax exemption benefit and 

real property tax abatement benefits, 

collectively this is called the "Financial 

Assistance".  

With respect to the contemplated real 

property tax abatement, the Company requested 

the Agency enter into a payment in lieu of tax 

agreement having terms that deviate from the 

Agency's Uniform Tax Exemption Policy standard 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

DEPAOLO CROSBY REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

135 Delaware Avenue, Suite 301, Buffalo, New York  14202
716-853-5544

6

policy for wind farms by providing for a PILOT 

Agreement carrying a term of 20 years and an 

annual amount payable under the PILOT 

Agreement will be zero.  So there will be no 

PILOT payments charged for the project 

improvements during each of the 20-year PILOT 

benefit term.  

Upon due consideration of, amongst other 

items, the contemplated economic benefits 

resulting from the project and from Host 

Community Agreements entered or to be entered 

into by and between the Company and the 

various affected tax jurisdictions, the Agency 

desires to approve the proposed terms of the 

PILOT Agreement and the Financial Assistance.  

So before we begin and people have an 

opportunity to speak and your comments will be 

taken down and considered by the Board, so all 

those present who desire to comment will be 

given an opportunity to make statements or 

comments on the project, if they so desire, 

provided you have registered by completing, 

and they're up there, the Public Hearing 
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Speaking Registration and Acknowledgment of 

Rules for Speaking under Privilege of the 

Floor.  

Minutes of the public hearing will be 

transcribed and posted on the Agency's 

website.  Additional information can be 

obtained from and written comments can also be 

addressed to Corey, Executive Director of the 

County of Cattaraugus Industrial Development 

Agency at 9 East Washington Street, PO Box 

1749, Ellicottville, New York 14731.  Corey 

can also be reached at 716-699-2005 and 

electronically at corey@cattcoida.com or 

info@cattcoida.com.  

So those interested in making a 

statement or comment will be called upon in 

the order of the Public Hearing Speaking 

Registration and Acknowledgment of Rules for 

Speaking under Privilege of the Floor were 

received by me.  This public hearing is not a 

question-and-answer forum.  Please begin by 

stating your name and address.  If you are 

representing a company, please identify the 
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company.  And we request that the speakers 

keep their comments and statements to three 

minutes.  

So with that said, I have one form.  I 

want to just review the rules here for 

everybody's benefit.  You know, the purpose of 

this meeting is for the IDA to hear all 

persons present with all views in favor or 

opposed or otherwise relevant to the project.  

This is not a question-and-answer forum.  It's 

only to take comment.  

Each speaker has a three-minute time 

limit.  We ask that everybody observe proper 

decorum.  We ask that nobody raise their 

voice, use profane, inflammatory, threatening, 

abusive, or disparaging language or racial or 

ethnic slurs directed at any of the 

individuals and do not engage in personal 

attacks or act in any manner that tends to 

incite a breach of the peace.  

After three minutes, we will ask that 

you leave the microphone and yield the floor 

to the next person.  And you have agreed by 
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signing this form and agreeing to speak that 

if you cause a disruption and are asked to 

leave, you will leave.  So I trust we won't 

have any of these issues.  

We have Denise Willard.  You're our 

first speaker.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Do I have to come up 

there?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  No, it's fine.

MR. MURRAY:  You have three minutes.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Okay. 

Good day.  My name is Denise Willard.  I 

am a resident of the town of Freedom and a 

Freedom Town Board member.  

It is really shameful that both the 

Towns of Farmersville and Freedom rolled over 

in 2019 when conflicted boards were in charge 

and those on the boards had their own personal 

financial interests at stake and, as a result, 

readily agreed to expedient, very inadequate 

deals on Host Community Agreements and Road 

Use Agreements along with everything else 

placed in front of them by Invenergy. 
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Thankfully, Cattaraugus County, along 

with the help and support of many residents 

and former residents within the project area 

who continue to push for better, held out 

until 2025 and, as a result, leveled the 

playing field and therefore made it possible 

for better deals for all involved.  

I'd also like to thank those who noticed 

the improper notice documentation to the 

school taxing jurisdictions that preceded the 

first IDA vote and permitted a revocation of 

that vote and a negotiation of all items on a 

fairer and enriched basis for the County, the 

Towns, and the Schools.  

Freedom is more than $2.36 million 

richer in mortgage recording tax money and a 

quarter of a million dollars richer than the 

old Host Community Agreement/PILOT Agreement 

would have netted thanks to Ginger's 

pernicious "meddling" as Pam Tilton would say.  

Meanwhile, under Pam Tilton's old negotiated 

Farmersville Host Community Agreement in the 

town of Farmersville, the Town of Farmersville 
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will not even be able to collect Invenergy 

Host Community Agreement monies until after 

the project is operational.  Cattaraugus 

County, however, will start receiving payments 

under its Host Community Agreement next 

October, before the first industrial wind 

turbine even turns.  Pamela Tilton and Randy 

Lester and their 2019 Town Boards should be 

deeply ashamed of what they did to the towns.  

It will take years before all the terrible 

damage comes to light that their, in my 

opinion, incompetent actions made possible.  

This project has shaken my faith in 

humanity with all the things many of us have 

seen and witnessed.  I could never do to other 

people what the leaseholders within the 

project area are doing to their neighbors.  

They do say, whoever they are, that greed is 

the root of all evil and we have witnessed it 

firsthand.  On top of that, the Town of 

Freedom had a board member, AnnMarie Dixon, 

vote in favor of the negligent Host 

Community/PILOT Agreement and then resign from 
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the Board minutes later.  Then the Town of 

Freedom hired Peter Sorgi, who some of us 

warned them about, as Freedom's Transmission 

Line Attorney who not only, according to 

another Freedom Town Board member, essentially 

ran off with the intervenor funds but was also 

turned Invenergy's henchman, who they sent out 

to threaten people into signing updated lease 

agreements.  Let's not even get me started on 

the pitiful protections and Host Community 

Agreements for Freedom and Yorkshire with 

regards to the transmission line.  

Thank God for Cattaraugus County 

Legislature and its strength of character and 

conviction.  In the end, the County did its 

best by the residents and taxpayers in 

maximizing the benefits to those who will be 

affected by this horrible project.  Hopefully 

all the residents within the project area will 

not reap what the leaseholder sowed.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you, 

Denise.  

MR. MURRAY:  Would anyone else like to 
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speak?  Denise is our only speaker so I 

suppose we can hold this open for another five 

minutes in case anyone wanders in but if you'd 

like to speak. 

Okay.  Lois?  

LOIS LANE:  Lois Lane, town of 

Farmersville.  I don't quite understand what 

the leaseholder idea is, whether you have to 

have a connection to any people's property 

that has wind turbines on it.  I don't 

understand why the County is -- or the County 

or the IDA is getting this money when they 

never initiated the PILOT program.  If they 

get going, they were just trying to stop the 

wind turbines from coming in altogether.  

But I am for the PILOT program because 

it will benefit the Towns.  I just don't 

understand why the County and IDA are so 

involved when they didn't have anything to do 

with the initial project.  And also I mean 

when it came to the Great Lakes Cheese, they 

made out very well with that so I don't know 

why the greed is going in the County area when 
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it was initiated with the Towns.  I guess 

that's all I've got to say.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you, 

Lois.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Thank you for allowing 

me three minutes to talk.  

I guess the only thing that we've 

watched over the years is particularly with 

this program it's slow and drug its feet, 

numerous lawsuits to no avail.  Allegany 

County was -- Centerville signed their Host 

Community Agreement with no more than an 

article in the newspaper, no big fanfare, no 

legislators attacking things and blah, blah, 

blah.  I don't know what Yorkshire's is or 

what kind of hullabaloo they had but 

Farmersville and Sandusky have been the two 

key targets.  

Besides Pam, the information we had when 

we were doing it, not just Pam, the whole 

board, I stand behind what they made for 

decisions and that this kind of thing even 

went to IDA dragged this out in the County.  I 
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think looking at what we are going to get now 

it's going to be a big plus for the 

communities involved and no matter what 

happened in the past, the previous board, this 

new one appears to be very helpful to the 

community over the 20-year period.  

You know, it's one of these sad things 

to say the people that are making the 

decisions are in Little Valley.  We the people 

in the community live and look at these 

windmills every day of our life.  Like them or 

love them, they're here and it's sad that we 

couldn't get four times the money from them to 

look at that landscape.  

And in 20 years something is going to 

happen, whether they be new mills or whatever, 

and when that happens of course I don't think 

I will be here, I hope future County 

Legislature can move along a little more 

expeditiously and keep the citizens of every 

community involved to get every damn penny 

they can get from these developers and I don't 

care if it's wind or solar or whatever it is.  
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We have to make a stand.  

And even though I'm disappointed with 

the County's action, all that to say I commend 

the IDA and the County for getting us through 

it finally, getting this anxiety gone and 

let's move forward, let's build bridges back 

if any were burned, nothing like new landfills 

coming in.  So based on that, I like it.  For 

what my voice means, it's going to help the 

community and gosh knows we need the help.  

Every community does, and I thank you.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Almost like you're in 

church waiting for confessional. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Obviously with 

a smaller crowd three minutes is obviously, 

you know, exercise so it's usually standard 

because we never know and always want to hear 

a chance for everyone to, you know, have their 

say.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  What was disappointing, 

there's a number of people in this room.  This 

should have been packed.  They worry about the 
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impact, the talk, the rumors and I apologize 

if I'm -- but it's a shame and it happens all 

the time in communities.  It's a shame.  Now 

that it's gotten down right to the 

nitty-gritty and the money, these people 

should have been standing outside to get in 

from the cold and here it is.  It's sad.  It's 

sad but yet they can talk about all this 

behind closed doors and on the street corner 

and it's terrible.  It's terrible.  You 

don't -- and I am not -- I don't know what 

Freedom might have.  They might have a 

thousand people, I don't know, but it's a 

shame that you aren't full.  This is a -- this 

is a -- 

DENISE WILLARD:  Did you see how many 

people came out to vote?  It was like woah. 

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Yeah, and this is 

changing the landscape forever. 

DENISE WILLARD:  And that has to do with 

society as a whole and the culture have become 

lazy, extremely lazy.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  The only thing I wish 
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we'd have had more from our town input as far 

as either drone or pictures taken for history.  

They have upset that landscape like you can't 

imagine, and I have been on these windmill 

sites to see what's going on.  Unbelievable, 

and it's -- our landscape has changed forever.  

You know, trees grow.  Trees don't grow 

overnight.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Years.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Some people aren't 

involved.  It's frustrating for a board, past 

board member, past supervisor, it's 

frustrating that people don't want to hear 

good, bad, or other.  I am sorry I got off on 

a tangent.  I apologize. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  No, I 

appreciate your passion and it's true. 

LOIS LANE:  The time of day doesn't help 

either.  10 o'clock in the morning is not a 

good time.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Well, there's 

three today plus the comments also -- 

LOIS LANE:  For our location. 
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HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I mean the 

comment period on any project, I mean, if we 

get a call, a text, an email, all of those are 

inserted in the comments.  I mean, I think 

last time we kept the public hearing record 

open for a period of ten days. 

DENISE WILLARD:  And wasn't it like, oh 

gosh, 400 some pages.  It was an astronomical 

amount.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  They were 

binders like this, yes, so it's -- I know 

there's never a perfect date and time and hour 

but it's not -- on any project the IDA is 

involved with, it's never like, hey, sorry 

you're gone, we don't hear that.  That isn't 

the way we try to operate.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  On the upside, the 

employees that work for Invenergy, the 

laborers, they have been very successful here 

financially and that's seasonal work and 

they've had a -- and just on a side part, an 

Amish lady at the end of 98 with a sawmill 

Friday and Saturday, she couldn't keep up 
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because if you weren't getting up at 7 o'clock 

you weren't getting nothing.  It helped out. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yep, yep.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  That little thing.  So 

everybody enjoyed a little bit of this 

construction, like it or love it.  Everybody 

got a little bit.  

DENISE WILLARD:  It's too bad that it's 

forced on us.  That's why people -- what did 

they say, 884,000 people have left New York 

since 2020 and I know several of them.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Where do we move forward 

now?  What's our next step with the IDA and 

the County?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  So all the 

minutes will be transcribed.  Those will be 

made available, placed on our website.  The 

next IDA board meeting is Tuesday, December 

16th at 11:15 at our office in Ellicottville.  

You know, assuming the Board they will get the 

minutes probably over the next, you know, 

week, four, five days I think.  I don't want 

to put you guys on the spot to turn them 
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around. 

THE REPORTER:  Oh, the transcripts?  

It's three business days.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Three business 

days so then we get them to the Board.  Those 

are posted.  We have printed copies, you know, 

and as standard procedure, assuming the Board 

looks at, you know, to go forward or not.  My 

job is to collect information, put it within 

the packet and let them make the decision. 

WILLIAM KOZAK:  I understand that's part 

of it, but the financial stuff for our 

counties -- or County and/or Towns or Schools' 

budget.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I can't answer 

that question because the IDA is only party to 

the PILOT, not agreements from outside town.  

I would have you ask those townships or school 

districts or counties, whatever they 

negotiated on various agreements.  The IDA is 

only -- has been asked to consider adopting a 

20-year PILOT. 

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Okay.  There's no fixed 
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schedule, and it will be right there right now 

at this point?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah, not on 

behalf of the IDA.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Okay.  That's good.  

Just was curious.  

LOIS LANE:  So this is going to County 

Legislature, not to the IDA?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  So the IDA is 

the party that has been asked to bring us 

forward of the public hearing based on revised 

documents for issuance of a potential PILOT, 

the payment lieu tax agreement. 

MR. MURRAY:  By statute.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  By statute, 

yeah.  So we -- to be clear on delineation, if 

there's, you know, HCAs, the County itself, 

payment, that isn't party to the IDA's 

agreement.  The IDA has only been asked to 

consider adopting a 20-year payment in lieu of 

tax agreement.  

DENISE WILLARD:  The Host Agreements are 

tied to the PILOT. 
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LOIS LANE:  And the lease holding, does 

that like do anything with each individual 

person's property or just -- 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  No, that's not 

party to the PILOT.  

Yeah, so if there's anything else for 

public record to be included, what we're 

calling for that I guess now -- 

WILLIAM KOZAK:  Do you have anything 

more for these few people how this all goes 

down and where we're going from here, or have 

you kind of covered all that I guess?  Now the 

financial comes from Invenergy itself paying 

the money?  I mean, you're not tied in with 

them?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  No, we're not.  

WILLIAM KOZAK:  When these checks are 

valid?  Okay, okay.  That's all I need.  I am 

going to shut my mouth. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  No, those are 

agreements paid by the Company.  

LOIS LANE:  And will all comments be 

available to be read and possible further 
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comments be able to be made before it's 

closed?  

MR. MURRAY:  Yes, you can continue to 

submit and there's instructions here.  

LOIS LANE:  It might stir up other 

ideas. 

MR. MURRAY:  You can email Corey, you 

can call Corey, you can write a letter to 

Corey.  If you want it in the record for the 

Board, you probably should put it in an email 

so it can be distributed right away to Board 

members or a letter.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Okay.  Hearing 

none, I believe we will look to close the 

official record at 10:30 AM on Wednesday, 

December 3rd.  

(Hearing concluded at 10:30 a.m.)

  * * * * * * 
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STATE OF NEW YORK)

   )  ss.

COUNTY OF ERIE   )

I DO HEREBY CERTIFY as a Notary Public in 

and for the State of New York, that I did attend 

and report the foregoing proceedings, which were 

taken down by me in a verbatim manner by means of 

machine shorthand.  

Further, that the proceedings were then 

reduced to writing in my presence and under my 

direction; that the proceedings taken to be used 

in the foregoing entitled action.

---------------------

Carrie A. Fisher  
Notary Public - State of New York 
No. 01FI6240227
Qualified in Erie County 
My commission expires 5/02/27
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Denise Willard 

11250 Maple Grove Road 

Freed om, NY 14065 

(716) 560-9233

Good day, my name is Denise Willard, and I am both a resident of Freedom and a Town of Freedom 

Board member. 

It really is shameful that both the Towns of Farmersville and Freedom rolled over in 2019, when 

conflicted boards were in charge and those on the boards had their own personal financial interests at 

stake, and as a result readily agreed to expedient, very inadequate deals on HCAs and RUAs, along 

with everything else, placed in front of them by lnvenergy. Thankfully, Cattaraugus County, along with 

the help and support of many residents and former residents within the project area who continued to 

push for better, held out until 2025 and as a result leveled the playing field that therefore made it 

possible for better deals for all involved. I'd also like to thank those who noticed the improper notice 

documentation to the school taxing jurisdictions that preceded the first IDA vote and permitted a 

revocation of that vote and a negotiation of all items on a fairer and enriched basis for the County, the 

Towns, and the Schools. Freedom is more than 2.36 million dollars richer in mortgage recording tax 

money and a quarter of a million dollars richer than the old HCA/PILOT would have netted, thanks to 

Ginger's pernicious "meddling" as Pam Tilton would say. Meanwhile, under Pam Tilton's old 

negotiated Farmersville HCA, the town of Farmersville will not even be able to collect lnvenergy HCA 

monies until after the project is operational. Cattaraugus County, however, will start receiving 

payments under its HCA next October, before the first industrial wind turbine even turns. Pamela 

Tilton and Randy Lester and their 2019 Town Boards should be deeply ashamed of what they did to 

the towns. It will be years before all the terrible damage comes to light that their, in my opinion, 

incompetent actions made possible. 

This project has shaken my faith in humanity with all the things many of us have seen and witnessed. 

I could never do to other people what the leaseholders within this project area are doing to their 

neighbors. They do say, whoever they are, that greed is the root of all evil and we all have witnessed 

that firsthand. On top of that, the town of Freedom had board member, Ann Marie Dixon, vote in favor 

of the negligent HCA/PILOT agreement and then resign from the board minutes later. Then, the town 

of Freedom hired Peter Sorgi, who some of us warned them about, as Freedom's Transmission Line 

Attorney, who not only, according to another Freedom Board member, essentially ran away with the 

intervenor funds, but was also turned lnvenergy's henchman, who they sent out to threaten people 

into signing updated lease agreements. Let's not even get me started on his pitiful protections and 

HCAs for Freedom and Yorkshire with regards to that transmission line. 

Thank God for the Cattaraugus County Legislature and its strength of character and conviction. In the 

end, the County did its best by the residents and taxpayers in maximizing the benefit to those who will 

be affected by this horrible project. Hopefully, all the residents within the project area will not reap 

what the leaseholders sowed. 
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----------------------------------------------

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

COUNTY OF CATTARAUGUS

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

ALLE-CAT WIND ENERGY LLC PROJECT

----------------------------------------------  

Proceedings held at the Town of Yorkshire, Town 

Hall, 82 South Main Street, Delevan, New York 

14042, on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, at 

2:31 p.m., concluding at 2:47 p.m., pursuant to 

Article 18-A of NYS General Municipal Law.

A P P E A R A N C E S:

COREY R. WIKTOR, Hearing Officer 
Executive Director, County of Cattaraugus IDA 

ROBERT G. MURRAY, ESQ., Agency Counsel

HEARING REPORTER: CARRIE A. FISHER 
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S P E A K E R S

NAME   PAGE 

Denise Willard..................................  8

Melanie Brown...................................  9
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   (See attached Exhibit B for written comments) 
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HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Good afternoon.  

My name is Corey Wiktor, Director of the 

County of Cattaraugus Industrial Development 

Agency.  We are here for the purposes of the 

public hearing that is being held today 

December 3rd, 2025, at 2:30 PM in the Town of 

Yorkshire here at 82 South Main Street, 

Delevan, New York 14042.  With me today is 

Agency Counsel Bob Murray from Harris Beach.  

We do have sign-in sheets on the table.  

There are also the revised application, 

frequently asked questions, the property 

listing so there are, you know, pieces of 

information there.  Obviously with a limited 

group, we could just call on and keep it sort 

of less formal.  If you are going to speak, 

just give me your name so we have it for the 

official record that's being recorded by a 

stenographer today.  

Again, welcome.  The public hearing is 

now open.  It is 2:31 PM.  My name is Corey 

Wiktor, the director of the County of 

Cattaraugus IDA and I've been designated by 
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the Agency to be the hearing officer to 

conduct this public hearing.  Those interested 

in making a statement must register by 

completing the Public Hearing Speaking 

Registration but obviously, again, we can 

forgo that, assuming we get your name for the 

record, and feel free for your comments.  

We are here to hold a public hearing on 

the Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC and/or 

Individual(s) or Affiliate(s), 

Subsidiary(ies), or Entity(ies) formed or to 

be formed on its behalf.  This public hearing 

is, again, being recorded and will be 

transcribed for the Board Members of the 

Agency for their review and comments before 

they take any further action.  Obviously we 

will also post these to our website and have 

hard copies available as well for public 

viewing.  

Again, we have a sign-in sheet if you 

would like to partake -- or participate in the 

public hearing and obviously public comments 

are all introduced into the official record, 
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whether they're today, the next few days we 

will keep those hearings open.  Notice of the 

public hearing appeared in the Olean Times 

Herald on Friday, November 21st, 2025, as well 

as the Agency's website.  

The proposed project consists of the 

acquisition by the Agency of a leasehold, 

easement, or interest in approximately 10,607 

acres of land in the towns of Freedom, 

Farmersville, and Yorkshire, Cattaraugus 

County New York, collectively known as the 

"Land"; two, the construction, installation 

and operation on the Land of up to 38 wind 

turbines with an aggregate generating capacity 

of approximately 171 megawatts together with 

an operation and maintenance building and 

associated electrical interconnect 

infrastructure, hereinafter collectively 

referred to as the "Improvements"; and, three, 

the acquisition in and around the Improvements 

of certain items of equipment and other 

tangible personal property known as the 

"Equipment", and collectively, with the Land 
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and the Improvements known as the "Facility".  

The Agency will acquire a leasehold 

interest in the Facility and lease the 

Facility back to the Company.  The Company 

will operate the Facility during the term of 

the lease.  At the end of the lease term, the 

leasehold interest will be terminated.  The 

Agency contemplates that it will provide 

financial assistance to the Company for 

qualifying portions of the Project in the form 

of sales and use tax exemptions benefits and 

real property tax abatement benefits, 

collectively known as the "Financial 

Assistance".  

With respect to the contemplated real 

property tax abatement, the Company requested 

that the Agency enter into a payment in lieu 

of tax agreement having terms that deviate 

from the Agency's Uniform Tax Exemption Policy 

standard Wind Farms PILOT by providing for:  

One, the PILOT Agreement will carry a term of 

20 years; two, the annual amount payable under 

the PILOT Agreement will be zero dollars for 
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the project improvements during each year of 

the 20-year PILOT benefit period.  

Upon due consideration of, amongst other 

items, the contemplated economic benefits 

resulting from Host Community Agreements 

entered or to be entered into by and between 

the Company and various affected tax 

jurisdictions, the Agency desires to approve 

the proposed terms of the PILOT Agreement.  

Again, all those who are present who 

desire to comment will be given the 

opportunity to make statements and/or comments 

on the Project if so desired.  We've provided, 

again, the Public Hearing Registration Form 

and basic general rules of engagement for 

speaking under privilege of the floor for 

purposes of the hearing.  

Again, minutes of the public hearing 

will be transcribed and posted on the Agency's 

website at www.cattcoida.com.  Additional 

information can be obtained from and written 

comments may be addressed to Corey Wiktor, 

W-I-K-T-O-R, Executive Director, County of 
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Cattaraugus Industrial Development Agency, 9 

East Washington Street, PO Box 1749, 

Ellicottville, New York 14731; telephone 

number: 716-699-2005; and electronically at 

corey@cattcoida.com.  

Those interested in making a statement 

or comment will be called upon in the orders 

of the sign-in under privilege of the floor.  

Obviously, you know, that statement is sort of 

repetitive with the amount of people here that 

we can just have the privilege of the floor.  

Again, just state your name and I will 

be happy to open the public comment period now 

if there's anyone that would like to make a 

comment for the official record.  We're happy 

to take them as such.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Did you want me to read 

it again because that's what I plan on doing, 

reading the same thing at all three hearings?  

MR. MURRAY:  You can read them or you 

can submit them in writing.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Maybe I won't be so 

panicked this time because the last time I 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

DEPAOLO CROSBY REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

135 Delaware Avenue, Suite 301, Buffalo, New York  14202
716-853-5544

9

went three minutes, I've got three minutes. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I don't think 

you were panicked.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Well, I know I was 

nervous. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I don't want to 

not -- I don't want to minimize your point, 

but we can certainly interject the letter as 

presented and that would be incorporated into 

the minutes. 

MR. MURRAY:  Yeah. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  If that works 

or if you want to read it for all, that's 

entirely up to you, too.  

DENISE WILLARD:  I will save it for 

Freedom's. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Sure, no 

problem.  No problem.  We will incorporate 

that.  Thank you. 

(See attached Exhibit B)  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Anyone else?  

MELANIE BROWN:  I have a comment.

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yes, please. 
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MELANIE BROWN:  I am Melanie Brown and a 

resident landowner in Farmersville.  

I've been opposed to this Project since 

it became publicly known.  I've also been 

concerned about the original HCAs since they 

were poorly negotiated by the Host Town 

Boards, at least in Freedom and Farmersville.  

The resulting HCAs favored Alle-Catt and not 

the Host Towns.  

Unfortunately, even in the face of 

strong opposition, Hochul rubber-stamped this 

project whenever she could and we are now 

stuck with it.  Remember that when you vote 

for a new governor in 2026.  

Fortunately, the County IDA and the 

Legislature have now bailed out the Towns 

since the Town Boards had no experience 

negotiating this type of deal.  Let's be 

vigilant, excuse me, in making sure that our 

Town Boards do not fritter away any payments 

received from Alle-Catt.  We, the Town 

residents, are the victims of this project and 

the Towns should use the received payments to 
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reduce the tax burden on its resident victims.  

Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you, 

Melanie.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Rubber-stamped is 

putting it mildly.  

CHRIS LEXER:  I'd like to comment.  

Obviously this can't be a question and answer, 

right?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Generally, it's 

not really the purpose but if it's within 

something that we can try to answer where it 

doesn't get -- 

CHRIS LEXER:  If you could clarify 

something for me. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Sure. 

CHRIS LEXER:  Just so I don't say 

something that's incorrect. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Okay.  

CHRIS LEXER:  So in the HCA payments 

over the 20 years there's a listing of the 

County, Yorkshire, Farmersville, Freedom, Cuba 

Rushford, Yorkshire and Franklinville School 
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District.

THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  Can you speak 

up?  I'm just really far away from you and I'm 

having trouble hearing.  

CHRIS LEXER:  Sorry.

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  No, that's 

okay.  

CHRIS LEXER:  So these dollar amounts 

that are listed here are what each of these 

jurisdictions are receiving over 20 years?  

MR. MURRAY:  To be fair, he doesn't -- 

he's not trying to dodge the question.  We 

don't even know what you're looking at if 

we're speaking for the record.  Oh, in the Q 

and A?  Yes, yes. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  That's correct, 

Chris.  

CHRIS LEXER:  So for instance the 

Cattaraugus County over 20 years is going to 

receive $10,878,238 and that's divided up over 

20 years so they're receiving a one-time 

payment every year for $543,911.90; is that 

fair to say?  
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HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I believe -- 

again, I am prefacing this is the IDA has not 

been party to nor negotiated nor had knowledge 

of what was presented or agreed upon in the 

HCAs on any project the IDA has never been 

party to, whether solar or in this case wind.  

So I want to just for the record acknowledge 

that the IDA Board only has purview on the 

various financial assistance of the PILOT, 

sales tax, and mortgage recording tax which is 

not being utilized in this project.  

So to your question, I believe from my 

recollection the County gets sort of a 

one-time upfront larger payment and there 

might be a period of years where there's not a 

payment and then it continues, you know, to 

the 20-year term but, again, I'm not -- that 

would be really a question for your legislator 

that covers the town, Chris.  

CHRIS LEXER:  So could you answer for 

instance the Town of Yorkshire, so the Town of 

Yorkshire is listed to get $412,313 over the 

course of 20 years.  If I divide that out of 
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20 years, if I did my math right, it's about a 

$20,615 payment.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I don't know 

the structure of the terms of that.  It's 

either you could -- two ways, you know, reach 

out to the Company or whether your Town 

Board -- the Town Board through the attorney 

that has it.  I don't know the breakdown 

because I don't know if they're all equal sort 

of payments and terms, if it's a one time, if 

it's that.  That I don't know, Chris.  

CHRIS LEXER:  Okay.  All right. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah, the HCAs 

I mean has obviously become a topic as this 

project has sort of come back with respect to, 

you know, just full disclosure when you hear 

the word zero dollars, it often will trigger 

the USA Today headline going they're not 

paying anything.  

The difference is the Company and those 

Host Municipalities agreed to take, you know, 

essentially those PILOT dollars and put them 

into, you know, Host Community Agreements that 
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are often more I would say usable to some 

regard.  So that was the choice that has come 

about so the IDA was asked to consider the 

zero dollar PILOT.  What was structured and 

negotiated and discussed, I don't want to say 

it's beyond our purview but it legally is 

because our PILOT is only the zero dollar 

PILOT.  And the -- we would never -- I 

wouldn't say never because I don't want to use 

too much conjecture.  The IDA would not go 

forward with the PILOT support, I believe the 

Board -- I don't vote but I would believe the 

Board wouldn't support it assuming the Host 

Municipalities, the School District, and the 

Host County would not be generally in 

agreement so that I don't know.  It's up to 

those impacted taxing jurisdictions. 

CHRIS LEXER:  But at the end of the day, 

these dollars amounts are what each 

jurisdiction is going to receive over 20 

years, whether it's a one-time payment or ten 

payments or whatever?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Correct, yes.  
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Those were negotiated and brought forward to 

us.  

CHRIS LEXER:  Who negotiated them?  Can 

I ask that?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I would assume 

the respective Boards amongst the School 

Districts, County, and Town.  I don't know.  

The IDA didn't influence or make those dollar 

amounts.  

CHRIS LEXER:  Right. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I mean, I could 

tell you like just what we've seen, I mean, 

the Schools I don't believe have adopted them.  

I believe the Towns have.  It's been between 

the Company and the Town.  I don't -- other 

than that, I probably shouldn't opine more on 

it because it's beyond our purview.  

CHRIS LEXER:  No, that's fine.  Thank 

you for clarifying that.  

THE REPORTER:  I just need him to 

identify himself.

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Sure.  It's 

Chris Lexer, L-E-X-E-R, Yorkshire, New York. 
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Are there any other questions?  

Hearing none, again, my contact 

information is on the website.  Most may know 

me through different contacts, but I am happy 

to include any, you know -- a thought after 

the hearing, a conversation you have had with 

your neighbor, family member, by all means we 

incorporate any comment within this public 

hearing window.  There is additionally a third 

public hearing this evening in the Town of 

Freedom at 5:30 PM at the Town Hall so we're 

happy to include all those in the official 

record.  

Hearing none, if there's any more, if 

not, I would go forward with the sort of 

adjournment at 2:47 PM at the Town of 

Yorkshire.  Thank you. 

(Hearing concluded at 2:47 p.m.)

    * * * * * * 
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STATE OF NEW YORK)

   )  ss.

COUNTY OF ERIE   )

I DO HEREBY CERTIFY as a Notary Public in 

and for the State of New York, that I did attend 

and report the foregoing proceedings, which were 

taken down by me in a verbatim manner by means of 

machine shorthand.  

Further, that the proceedings were then 

reduced to writing in my presence and under my 

direction; that the proceedings taken to be used 

in the foregoing entitled action.

---------------------

Carrie A. Fisher  
Notary Public - State of New York 
No. 01FI6240227
Qualified in Erie County 
My commission expires 5/02/27



DEPAOLO CROSBY REPORTING SERVICES, INC.
135 Delaware Avenue, Suite 301, Buffalo, New York  14202

716-853-5544

B  







1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

DEPAOLO CROSBY REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

135 Delaware Avenue, Suite 301, Buffalo, New York  14202
716-853-5544

1

----------------------------------------------

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

COUNTY OF CATTARAUGUS

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

ALLE-CAT WIND ENERGY LLC PROJECT

----------------------------------------------  

Proceedings held at the Town of Freedom, Town 

Hall, 1188 Eagle Street, Sandusky, New York 14133, 

on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, at 

5:32 p.m., concluding at 6:01 p.m., pursuant to 

Article 18-A of NYS General Municipal Law.

A P P E A R A N C E S:

COREY R. WIKTOR, Hearing Officer 
Executive Director, County of Cattaraugus IDA 

ROBERT G. MURRAY, ESQ., Agency Counsel 

HEARING REPORTER: CARRIE A. FISHER 
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HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you 

everyone for coming out and the Town allowing 

us the use for today's purpose of the public 

hearing.  My name is Corey Wiktor, Director of 

the County of Cattaraugus IDA.  We have agency 

counsel with us, Bob Murray with Harris Beach.  

There are revised application, property 

description, frequently asked questions, and 

sign-in sheets there.  We do have some here.  

If you'd like to, you know, speak, by all 

means let us know.  We have a smaller group so 

we typically have three minutes but I think we 

can sort of allow ample time for everyone.  

So, again, today we are in the public 

hearing to be held today, December 3rd, 2025, 

at 5:30 PM at the Town of Freedom Town Hall, 

1118 Eagle Street, Sandusky, New York 14133.  

Again, welcome, everybody, to the 

hearing.  The public hearing is now open at 

5:31 PM.  My name is Corey Wiktor, the 

director of the County of Cattaraugus 

Industrial Development Agency and I've been 

designated by the Agency to be the hearing 
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officer to conduct this public hearing.  Those 

interested, again, in making a statement can 

register by completing the Public Hearing 

Speaking Registration and Acknowledgment and 

just please hand it to us and we'll be happy 

to call on you.  

The purpose of today's hearing:  We are 

here to hold the public hearing on the 

Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC and/or Individual(s) 

or Affiliate(s), Subsidiary(ies), or 

Entity(ies) formed or to be formed on its 

behalf.  This public hearing is being recorded 

and will be transcribed for the Board Members 

of the Agency for their review and comments 

before they take any further action.  

Again, we have a sign-in sheet here for 

anyone who would like to participate in this 

public hearing either by presenting oral 

comments or we'd be happy to take written 

comments that will certainly be incorporated 

into the official hearing.  Notice of this 

hearing appeared in the Olean Times Herald on 

Friday, November 21st, 2025.  
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Project summary:  Description of Project 

and Contemplated Agency Benefits.  The 

proposed project consists of, one, the 

acquisition by the Agency of a leasehold, 

easement or interest in approximately 10,607 

acres of land in the Towns of Freedom, 

Farmersville and Yorkshire, Cattaraugus 

County, New York, which is collectively known 

as the "Land"; two, the construction, 

installation and operation on the Land of up 

to 38 wind turbines with an aggregate 

generating capacity of approximately 171 

megawatts together with an operation and 

maintenance building and associated electrical 

interconnect infrastructure, hereinafter 

collectively referred to as the 

"Improvements"' and, three, the acquisition in 

and around the Improvements of certain items 

of equipment and other tangible personal 

property known as the "Equipment" and 

collectively with the Land and the 

Improvements equal the "Facility".  

The Agency will acquire a leasehold 
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interest of the Facility and lease the 

Facility back to the Company.  The Company 

will operate the facility during the term of 

the lease.  At the end of the lease term, the 

leasehold interest will be terminated.  The 

Agency contemplates that it will provide 

financial assistance to the Company for 

qualifying portions of the project in the form 

of sales and use tax exemption benefit, real 

property tax abatement benefits, collectively 

known as the "Financial Assistance".  

With respect to the contemplated real 

property tax abatement, the Company requested 

that the Agency enter into a payment in lieu 

of tax agreement having terms that deviate 

from the Agency's Uniform Tax Exemption Policy 

standard Wind Farms PILOT by providing for, 

one, the PILOT agreement will carry a term of 

20 years; two, the annual amount payable under 

the PILOT agreement will be zero dollars for 

the Project Improvements during each year of 

the 20-year PILOT benefit period.  

Upon due consideration of, amongst other 
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items, the contemplated economic benefits 

resulting from the Host Community Agreement 

entered or to be entered into by and between 

the Company and the various affected taxing 

jurisdictions, the Agency desires to approve 

the proposed terms of the PILOT Agreement.  

Again, all of those who present -- or 

who are present who would like and desire to 

comment will be given an opportunity to make 

statements and/or comments on the project if 

they so desire provided, you know, we have a 

sheet or certainly we can call on you.  

Minutes of the public hearing will be 

transcribed and posted on the Agency's 

website, www.cattcoida.com.  Additional 

information can be obtained from and written 

comments may be addressed to Corey Wiktor, 

W-I-K-T-O-R, Executive Director, County of 

Cattaraugus Industrial Development Agency, 9 

East Washington Street, PO Box 1749, 

Ellicottville, New York 14731; telephone 

number is 716-699-2005; Also electronically at 

corey@cattcoida.com.
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Those interested in making a statement 

or comment will be called upon in the order 

the Public Hearing Speaking Registration and 

Acknowledgment.  We are here more so to hear 

the public's position.  The public hearing the 

purpose is not typically a Q-and-A forum.  

Please begin by stating your name and if 

you're representing a company, please identify 

the company.  And, again, we typically request 

the speakers to stick to three minutes but for 

time sake within reason we certainly have the 

floor.  

So with that, we do have some comments 

or speakers that would like to make a comment 

and first Denise Willard.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Yes.  Good afternoon -- 

good evening I guess.  My name is Denise 

Willard, and I am both a Freedom resident and 

a Town of Freedom Board member.  

It is really shameful that both the 

Towns of Farmersville and Freedom rolled over 

in 2019 when conflicted boards were in charge 

and those on the Boards had their own personal 
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financial interests at stake, and as a result 

readily agreed to expedient and very 

inadequate deals on Host Community Agreements 

and Road Use Agreements along with everything 

else placed in front of them by Invenergy.  

Thankfully, Cattaraugus County, along 

with the help and support of many residents 

and former residents within the project area 

who continued to push for better, held out 

until 2025 and as a result leveled the playing 

field and therefore made it possible for 

better deals for all involved.  

I'd also like to thank those who noticed 

the improper notice documentation to the 

school taxing jurisdictions that preceded the 

first IDA vote and permitted a revocation of 

that vote and a negotiation of all items on a 

fairer and enriched basis for the County, the 

Schools, and the -- for the County, the Towns 

and the Schools.  

Freedom is more than $2.36 million 

richer in mortgage recording tax money and a 

quarter of a million dollars richer than the 
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old Host Community Agreement/PILOT Agreement 

would have netted thanks to Ginger's 

pernicious "meddling" as Pam Tilton would say.  

Meanwhile, under Pam Tilton's old negotiated 

Farmersville Host Community Agreement, the 

Farmersville -- the Town of Farmersville will 

not even be able to collect Invenergy Host 

Community Agreement monies until after the 

project is operational.  Cattaraugus County, 

however, will start receiving payments under 

the Host Community Agreement next October, 

before the first industrial wind turbine even 

turns.  Pam Tilton and Randy Lester and their 

2019 Town Boards should be deeply ashamed of 

what they did to the Towns.  It will be years 

before all the terrible damage comes to light 

that their, in my opinion, incompetent actions 

made possible.  

This project has shaken my faith in 

humanity with all the things many of us have 

seen and witnessed.  I could never do to other 

people what the leaseholders within this 

project area are doing to their neighbors.  
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They do say, whoever they are, that greed is 

the root of all evil and we have all witnessed 

that firsthand.  On top of that, the town of 

Freedom had a board member, AnnMarie Dixon, 

vote in favor of a negligent Host 

Community/PILOT Agreement and then resign from 

the Board minutes later.  Then, the Town of 

Freedom hired Peter Sorgi, who some of us 

warned them about, as Freedom's Transmission 

Line Attorney who not only, according to 

another Freedom Town Board member, essentially 

ran away with intervener funds but was also 

turned Invenergy's henchman who they sent out 

to threaten people into signing updated lease 

agreements.  Let's not even get me started on 

the pitiful protections and Host Community 

Agreements for Freedom and Yorkshire with 

regards to that transmission line.  

Thank God for the Cattaraugus County 

Legislature and its strength of character and 

conviction.  In the end, the County did its 

best by the residents and taxpayers in 

maximizing the benefits to those who will be 
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affected by this horrible project.  Hopefully 

all the residents within the project area will 

not reap what the leaseholders sowed.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Yep.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Cory?  

CORY HIGGINS:  Sure.  I got a question, 

Corey.  Can you explain in your own words or 

give me a better understanding on the 

financial assistant piece for the residents of 

the Town?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yep, sure.  So 

the IDA has a typical or a Uniform Tax 

Exemption Policy that states that if there's a 

wind project, the PILOT would be $5,000 a 

megawatt.  So I will explain.  So if there's a 

hundred megawatts of installed capacity, 

$5,000, so you'd have a total PILOT bill of 

$500,000.  That would be broken up between the 

Schools, County, the Town in that manner as 

taxes would be on roll section 1.  So your 

house, your business, you pay school, county, 

and local.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

DEPAOLO CROSBY REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

135 Delaware Avenue, Suite 301, Buffalo, New York  14202
716-853-5544

13

So the last several months I would say 

between negotiations with the County 

Legislature, the School Districts so that 

would be Franklinville, Pioneer, and Cuba 

Rushford and the Host Towns, Freedom, 

Farmersville, and Yorkshire, they essentially 

took -- instead of receiving PILOT payments, 

they took those dollars and converted them, 

actually some are higher than they would be on 

the PILOT, to Host Community Agreement funds.  

So instead of -- so the IDA was asked to 

consider a zero dollar PILOT but those funds 

aren't really zero dollars.  They converted 

what would be PILOT payments to Host Community 

Agreement payments so I think one of the 

breakdown has the dollar amounts.  I can't 

remember.  

CORY HIGGINS:  I did see that for the 

Town and the School. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah. 

CORY HIGGINS:  The Town gets like 16 

million.  The School is going to get 6.6 

million.  I understand that. 
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HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah.  

CORY HIGGINS:  As a bigger piece, I 

guess how does it -- help me understand is 

there a tax break for the individuals that 

have the mills and is that money going to be 

obligated through the Town as a tax break 

towards the actual residents that live in this 

community?  That's kind of what... 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah, there's 

no individual -- how did we work with the 

County?  How would the -- remember what the 

parcel number or split?  

So there is not an exemption, you know, 

if you had a turbine on your farm or land.  

CORY HIGGINS:  Right, okay. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  That homeowner, 

farm owner, business owner would not receive 

any sort of tax exemption.  The County I think 

is looking -- some Counties or Municipalities 

do like a split where they basically put a 

zero lot line around the turbine and that's 

party to the PILOT or in this case the zero 

dollar PILOT through the Host Community.  So 
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there's actually I believe even, and correct 

me if I'm wrong, if a turbine is on 

agricultural land, does that nullify?  

MR. MURRAY:  It would still be in use. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Okay, the 

intended use.  

MR. MURRAY:  Yeah. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah.  So, you 

know, the homeowner or leaseholder, you know, 

has to look at that as, you know, what's the 

generated revenue versus my sort of ag 

exemption but there is not an individual, you 

know, compromise to the real property tax for 

that set landowner if that makes sense.  

CORY HIGGINS:  It does.  I appreciate 

the input on that.  

DENISE WILLARD:  There also had to be a 

PILOT because the former Town Board tied the 

Host Community Agreement to the PILOT.  If 

there was not a PILOT, there would be no Host 

Community Agreement. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Correct.  Thank 

you.  
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Yeah, that's just a general question 

obviously is the IDA works and serves 32 

towns, 9 villages, 2 cities, 13 school 

districts, 78,000 people.  You know, it's 

never the genesis of the IDA to, you know, 

chase or not chase or develop or not develop 

something that really isn't supported within 

reason of the community.  

You know, energy projects always pose 

sort of a different variance to our position 

on economic development because you could look 

at it and say, geez -- and I am not picking on 

the wind company or the Project.  I am using 

the example that if you looked at the 

economics you'd say where are the jobs, you 

know, and so, okay, you have laborers, you 

have -- you know, there's construction jobs, 

the full-time jobs but really, you know, the 

IDA looks as a piece of the puzzle on, you 

know, sort of qualifying the Project is, you 

know, obviously retain jobs, net new jobs, 

real property tax pay retention, real property 

tax based growth.  These projects pose a 
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little bit of each and then obviously, as 

Denise alluded to, the energy company is 

most -- you know, not that -- this is the 

first wind project in Cattaraugus County, you 

know, sort of agree or the Towns agree at that 

time to tie any financial benefit, Host 

Community Agreement but for the IDA addition 

of PILOT.  

So if the IDA said no PILOT, the Towns 

would say what are you kidding me, these 

things are being built and they're not funding 

the Towns' ACA.  It's a real -- it's a very, 

very difficult proposition to all in that 

realm so I don't mean to trip on words.  I 

just don't want to state something that I'm 

speaking for others or not speaking for others 

but it adds a dynamic to the IDA that, okay, 

it's not 20 small manufacturing jobs and we're 

building this.  You know, we're going to help 

on taxes here, we're going to help them on 

equipment, and there's that.  That's our usual 

run of the mill.  These are often different 

facets.  
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CORY HIGGINS:  Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  You're welcome.  

Thank you.  

Marsha?  

MARSHA NORTH:  Hi.  I'm not in favor of 

the wind project, but I do want to thank the 

County for holding out and doing better and 

doing the best that they can for the Towns.  I 

would like to say a special thank you to 

Ginger Schroder for her expertise and her time 

and her energy and how she worked for the 

benefit for everything in the Towns.  

And I would also like to say a special 

thank you to Gary Abraham.  There were many -- 

since he is representing concerned citizens in 

the Towns that are affected by these wind 

turbines, and he had also given his time and 

his energy for making -- you know, for helping 

us also.  

Unfortunately, we know that from 

previous towns who already have industrial 

wind projects, there are going to be adverse 

effects but, again, I want to thank -- I want 
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to thank everyone.  There's been many people 

who have helped, been helping, and helping in 

the background for the benefit of the Towns 

and for the residents.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Thank you very 

much.  Is that it?  

Okay.  That was three.  Again, obviously 

we don't have to be super formal but as the 

record if there is anyone else who would like 

to make a comment.  And if something comes up 

tonight, tomorrow, by all means it always can 

be included within the official record.  So 

this isn't sort of -- you know, I conjecture 

this at every public hearing we do and there's 

never the right date, time, place.  I mean, we 

understand that so it's never tried to be a 

gotcha.  It's just, you know, we get often 

calls, emails, letters after the fact or 

someone says, hey, I was sitting back and 

something spurred a question.  If it comes to 

us, we certainly can incorporate it into the 

official record.  So if there's anything, you 

know, further, we would be happy to try and 
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take your comments and answer.  If there's a 

question, we typically -- again, these aren't 

really Q and As but we can't be so staunch to 

say we can try to answer questions.  It's just 

sometimes we're here for people to hear.  

ELAINE SKRETNY:  I have a question if I 

can speak. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Of course. 

ELAINE SKRETNY:  If President Trump put 

the kibosh on all this wind and solar energy, 

why can't we stop it?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  That's a really 

lofty answer to a good question.  This New 

York State has -- I got to look how I say 

my -- to wordsmith this in a way that makes 

sense.  

New York State has their own -- the 

ability to issue projects vis-à-vis through a 

siting board that was enacted in 2013 I 

believe that switched the conventional way of 

a town board issuing a building permit or a 

wind law.  There is now a siting board in New 

York State that -- 
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DENISE WILLARD:  Works for New York 

State. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  -- works a 

little more broad to fill the State's mission 

of green energy and has various -- its own 

incentives and credits.  

I don't think we have to be naïve to 

believe that the State's energy policy is more 

than questionable and flawed and expensive, 

but they have the ability to greatly support 

energy that they feel is in the best interest.  

Obviously today what was passed in the House 

or going to be through the House is 

Congressman Langworthy's Energy Choice Bill.  

It should go to a full vote next week.  

So obviously New Yorkers have this 

conundrum of living in rural areas, cold areas 

and become relied on, you know, whether it's 

propane, heat, natural gas, and it's 

efficient, it's renewable, it's cheaper but 

unfortunately the State has a lot of their own 

missions and directives and that is follow 

renewable energy with wind or solar so the 
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State has that power to permit if they see 

such.  

So, yes, the Federal Government has 

paused and reversed a lot but, you know, New 

York being a home-rule state has quite a bit 

of their own jurisdiction and power in the 

union, as most states do, to develop and 

harness whatever energy they may see fit so 

it's really an issue beyond our sort of 

control.  

ELAINE SKRETNY:  Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  I hope that 

makes a little sense.  

ELAINE SKRETNY:  Well, it makes sense 

but it's just frustrating to know the 

higher-up person says no more and New York 

State continues to forge forward. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  As in full -- I 

agree with you.  I mean, I would say though in 

full disclosure President Trump did negotiate 

recently with Governor Hochul -- 

DENISE WILLARD:  About a gas line. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah, on a gas 
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line for offshore wind so I mean I hear you.  

I just don't know that when you get that size 

in the world it's usually all about I think 

what a speaker talked about earlier today so 

sadly it's all...  

DENISE WILLARD:  Money talks.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Any other 

questions?  

CORY HIGGINS:  I got one last one. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Of course. 

CORY HIGGINS:  So you break it, you buy 

it.  So any damage done to our infrastructure 

here in the town of Freedom through your 

capital project, is that something -- because 

I've seen that you've done some improvements 

just to be able to get the turbines down our 

small, crappy roads.  

Is there anything with that big heavy 

equipment that's going to tear these roads 

apart that you're going to fix them or is that 

the Town's responsibility?  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah, it's -- 

so the IDA doesn't have any direction or 
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bearing over the Road Use Agreement.  So if 

it's a town road, that would be through the 

Town's Road Use Agreement.  Sort of rules and 

regulations what -- you know, how that folds 

with the company.  If it's a county road, it 

would be County.  County of Cattaraugus does 

have an enacted Road Use Agreement.  And if 

it's obviously a state route, that would be 

through their Road Use Agreement.  So I 

believe all Road Use Agreements have been 

executed.  I mean, I know they have been. 

CORY HIGGINS:  Yeah. 

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  So through the 

IDA we wouldn't have any ability unfortunately 

to remunerate or to repair as we have no 

jurisdiction over roads, those sort of 

agreements.  Ours is more on the financial 

aspect of the PILOT.  

CORY HIGGINS:  Got you, okay.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Yeah.

ROBERT MORGAN:  We have a company 

monitoring all our roads and submitting 

reports, but they have not been very responded 
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to.  

CORY HIGGINS:  It's not just the mills. 

It's the giant farm equipment going down, too.  

It's just terrible.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Did you expect them to 

be?  

ROBERT MORGAN:  I was hopeful.  

DENISE WILLARD:  How?  

ROBERT MORGAN:  I'm optimistic.  It's a 

curse.  So like last week's Road Use Agreement 

had three issues on Osmun Road, Cross Road, 

Strong Road, Galen Hill Road, Sandbank, 

Edmunds Road, Hughes Road, and Jones Road on 

the list.  

DENISE WILLARD:  And if he wanted to, he 

could -- you could come down, Cory, and get 

copies of those or they get emailed out to us 

every month, those reports.

ROBERT MORGAN:  And if you see anything, 

call it in.  

DENISE WILLARD:  Please, yes.  

ROBERT MORGAN:   Because we try to add 

things because BNS is not on that list and it 
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should be.  

CORY HIGGINS:  Yeah. 

DENISE WILLARD:  And I gave out -- I 

resent it today to a gentleman up on Brown 

School House Road because they're working all 

night long.  He's like it's waking us up in 

the middle of the night.  The certificate to 

build has specific times when they can work.  

And if his neighbor is being woken up in the 

middle of the night by them working all night 

long off of Brown School House Road and they 

are not supposed to be doing -- working all 

night long.  

HEARING OFFICER WIKTOR:  Are there any 

other -- and, again, I always try to circle 

back to it's not one and done in terms of the 

points to us or comments.  And obviously, you 

know, if there's any sort of list we could be, 

you know, added to as well, we're -- I mean, 

those are all germane to the IDA if we have a 

financial interest at stake.  So I say that on 

any project.  I mean, we've gone to lengths on 

projects where it's way down the pipeline but 
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we are in a small area and it takes a lot to 

sort of move things and we're happy to pitch 

in where we can.  You know, those are topics 

the Board always wants to hear about on any 

project.  I mean, it's -- you know, we've been 

to the gamut.  

So hearing none, I would look to close 

the hearing at 6 o'clock right on the dot.  

And, again, I appreciate everyone taking time 

out of their evening for comments, questions, 

and being here to represent your municipality 

to the Board for their consideration so thank 

you very much. 

 (Hearing concluded at 6:01 p.m.)

      * * * * * * 
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STATE OF NEW YORK)

   )  ss.

COUNTY OF ERIE   )

I DO HEREBY CERTIFY as a Notary Public in 

and for the State of New York, that I did attend 

and report the foregoing proceedings, which were 

taken down by me in a verbatim manner by means of 

machine shorthand.  

Further, that the proceedings were then 

reduced to writing in my presence and under my 

direction; that the proceedings taken to be used 

in the foregoing entitled action.

---------------------

Carrie A. Fisher  
Notary Public - State of New York 
No. 01FI6240227
Qualified in Erie County 
My commission expires 5/02/27
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